
APPENDIX F 
 

Post Order Consultation Responses 
 

THE WILTSHIRE COUNCIL PARISH OF MELKSHAM PATH No. 107 & MELKSHAM 
WITHOUT PATH No. 151 RIGHTS OF WAY MODIFICATION ORDER 2020 

 

1) Consultation letter sent to all users who had used the bridge route EGH before 2017: 
 
“Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 s.53 
The Wiltshire Council Parish of Melksham Path No. 107 & Melksham Without Path No. 151 
Rights of Way Modification Order 2020 
 
I am writing to you because you have told the Council that you have walked paths in the area west of 
Melksham Forest around the River Avon.  I have enclosed a map showing the paths affected by the 
above order.  These are shown by a broken black line leading from A at Woodrow Road through to F 
at Murray Walk and over the River Avon at point E to G and on to the open land to the south east of 
Riverside Drive. The route E to G crosses a concrete bridge sometimes known as the ‘black bridge’. 
 
I would like to ask you for your recollections of using the bridge E - G in the years before 2001 or 
thereabouts. 
 
The owner of the land claims to have erected large metal gates across the bridge and they were kept 
locked up to the time they were vandalised and thrown in the river around the year 2000.  Please find 
enclosed a photograph of one of the gates.  It is also claimed that within the last 20 years there were 
also three stranded barbed wire fence gates at both ends of the bridge to keep grazing cattle off the 
bridge. 
 
Could you please let me know: 
1)  Did you use route E-G-H and if so, during which years? 
2)  If you did use the route E-G-H, do you recall either the gates or the barbed wire on the bridge? 
3)  If you do recall either the gates or the barbed wire what did you do?  Did it stop you in your walk?  
Did you go a different way?  Did you just go around or over them? 
4)  If you do recall being obstructed by the gates or the fence, roughly for how long could you not use 
the bridge? 
 
Please respond by email or by using the envelope provided.” 
 

 



2) Table of responses: 

Name Years of use Comments 

1. B Purnell Over 50 years Recalls bridge in 1965.  Open with railings on each 
side.  Used by children to access George Ward 
School from Forest estate. Recalls bridge being 
blocked to him “for a short time” in the 1990s (recalls 
barbed wire and locked gates).  Used an alternative 
route when gates were locked, however, they didn’t 
last for very long and were soon broken and he 
recalls them in the river.  May have been earlier than 
2000 when this happened. 

2. S Sprules Over 38 years Does not recall the metal gate.  Recalls cattle 
crossing the bridge to use fields on both sides during 
the day.  No sign of structure to support gates.  
Barbed wire was on bridge but along it to stop cattle 
falling in and not across it.  There was a stile at H. 

3. P Sprules Used routes 
since 1982 

Does not recall a gate across the bridge at any time.  
He recalls the cattle crossing the bridge freely.  
Recalls barbed wire along the bridge but not across 
it.  Fishermen also used the bridge so needed 
access. 

4. A Cooke From 1975 to 
date 

Recalls gates on the bridge at one end but they were 
covered in ivy making them unusable and 
unrecognisable as gates.  Barbed wire was 
sometimes pulled across the bridge to control cattle 
but he easily stepped over it – it was not an obstacle.  
Is only aware of recent attempts to prevent use. 

5. K Davis From 1989 
onwards 

Doesn’t recall any gates and nor do his sons.  They 
don’t remember never being able to cross the bridge. 

6. M Bryant 1976 to 1997 and 
2008 onwards 

Used EGH regularly 1976 to 1997 and there was 
never any gate or wire to obstruct him.  Since 2008 
there has been no gate and barbed wire was on the 
floor so was walked round until it was removed. 

7. S Aldridge 1987 onwards Recalls gates on black bridge, closed when cattle 
were grazing on either side.  Gates were open when 
the cattle were not out.  Recalls gates being 
vandalised and barbed wire appearing as a safety 
measure for the cows.  Used the route throughout but 
when gates were closed, used an alternative. 

8. P Cooke 1950 – 2015 Does not recall gates at any time.  Recalls barbed 
wire for a few weeks but then it fell down and then 
she was able to cross it.  Was possibly affected for 
about 3 months. 

9. K Porter 1965 onwards The gates were never fitted properly as there were no 
posts and we could walk round them.  The barbed 
wire wasn’t a fence, it was a few strands that could 
be stepped over.  Thinks they were there more than 
20 years ago.  He was never obstructed by anything 
when using the bridge. 



10. J 
Campbell 

Since 1994 Used the route ‘on and off’ depending where the 
cattle were (he had dogs).  Has not seen the gates 
but did see barbed wire.  Was a fisherman and had to 
use the bridge to ‘go to his peg’.  People talk about 
the route being a walk to George Ward School.  
Recalls signs saying ‘Angling Club water’ near point 
F. 

11. The Bull 
family 

Since 1945 Has family recollections of use since 1922.  Children 
use bridge to get to school.  Father (born 1939) 
recalls hand rails and C Bull recalls remains of them. 
No-one remembers any gates ever. Has some 
recollection of barbed wire in the early 1990s.  
Walkers could get through.  Barbed wire was not very 
effective for the cattle as she recall one falling in.  Did 
avoid the route when cattle were out as they have 
dogs.  Could always use the bridge though chose not 
to when cattle were grazing.  Recalls some blocking 
of the bridge with an uprooted tree and branches. 
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